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LATEST NEWS

Industry levy: Voluntary contributions matching
funds

WNew Federal Govemment legislation has besn passed to sllow 2
wider range of FWPA RED projects to receive matching funding
from the Fadersl Govamment when jointhy funded by industny
via voluntary contnbutions.

A= many of you will bz sware, FWPA receives funds from the
Australisn Commonweslth Govemment on 3 dollar-for-dollar
basis, when the Company invests in resesrch, developmant 3nd
extension (RDEE) or other activities nominated by the
Government from time to time.

To date, this matching has onhy applied to funds provided by
FWPA from the compulsory levies on forest growers, wood
processors (except pulp 3nd paper) and importers 3nd the
ncome defived from agresments with State owned forestry
bodiss.

One of the recommendations snsing from the Productivity
Commission's review of the Research and Development
Corporations was to allow Govemment matching for voluntany
contributions to gualifying projects. up to a defined lavel.

The new Government re-introduced legislabion to this effect in to

Farliament, which was passed by the Senatz on 127 December
2013

Howsver, at this stage the specific regulations reguined undsr the
Forestry Marketing snd Ressarch and Developmant Sarvices
Act 2007 to manage the smangements for volentany matching
have not been enscted.

In the meantims, FWPA is procesding to establish robust
systems and procedures for the managemsent of voluntany
contributions and Commaonrweslth matching funds that sre
transparent, sccountsble and consistent with the strategic gosls
of the Commomwesith Government and the Compsmy.

INDUSTRY PROMOTION

Looking for new customers? WoodSolutions
could be your answer

In an age where finding new customers is an increasingt
fragmentad 3nd expensive process, the sucoess of the timber
and wond products ndestns website — waw wondsolrtions . com. su wewt i olubig, eaimag
- offers @ new sttractive and post effective altemative for
suppliers of wood and wood products.

A recert anshysis of visitor statistics using 8 year-on-yasr
comparson for the WoodSolutions website, shows 3 32%
increase of traffic to the Supplier Listings pages of the site.

The increase in visitor numbers to the suppher listings pages
suggest that this should be an opportenity of interest to any
Company of organisation wisking to resch the building specifier
market incheding architects, building designers, enginesrs,
developers, builders and guantity swrveyors.

“Cumenthy the top supplier listings have received thousands of
page views™ sad Eiesn Newbuny, Marketing Communications
Asnager for FWPA, "and that's especially valuable to our
suppliers becausze those page views coms from 3 qusiifisd
sudience of specifiers who are actively sseking product
information.”

Supplier listings ar= fres to Mambers and Azsocizte Mambers of
FWPA, Full membership is fres to levy payers, Associate
Mzmberehip — including = fres supplier listing providing scoess to
the thowsands of specifiers visiting the WoodSolustions website —
is 35800 3 year

“It's inexpansive compared to sdvartising in specizlist trads or
buslding media — a full year on WeodSolutions can cost many

times lezs than 3 full page ad in 3 print magazine,” s3id Eilesn,
“it's 3 cost effective way to reach 3 tighthy targsted market.”

Ware information about membership is available from the FWEA
website

20114 Australian Timber Design Awards

Now in its 15th year, this WoodSolutions sponsorsd event is m
calling for entries. Each year the entry pool is getting langer and AWARDS

the profile of the awards among the design and build commanity \\_/
Is inpressing

Resd maore

CDownlosd the Awsrds magszine

Mew Television Campaiagn

A short digital displsy campaign in Canbera sirport provided a
platform for the relsunch of the Planet ArkEnvironmental Edge,
‘Weood. Maturally Betber. ™ television advertising campaign in
April Z014.

Part of 3 totsl budgset approaching 3700,000, the television
schedule will nen in major metro 3nd regionsl markets and be
complementad by onfine video at popular news and
entertsinmeant websites. The online slement of the campaign s
expect=d to generste exposurs to more than 400,000 "unigus
browsars

View the Planet Anv/Environmental Edge, Wood, Natwralhy
Better. ™ telzvision spot hers.

WoodSolutions rminar Sponsaorships and
Technical Presentations

To grow awareness of the WeoodSolrtions program: among
specifiers, FWPA sponsors and supports wanous seminars in
=ach State,

New South Vistss ang Victoris

Four half-dsy seminars, in Sydney, Paramstts, Canberrs and
ictoria were well attend=d by srchitects, building designers and
enginears. Titled, "Essentiz] Exterior Timber Design” the events
combined prasentations by both WoodSolrtions and industry
EHpETts.

Qussneiand & VWestsrn Lustrass

& zenes of seminars and tutonals sre planned for the first
gquarter of 2014,

WA: Friday 14th Marchi{Ferth} and Tuesaay 18th March
{Bunbury}; Roof Construction Practice & Performance - Greg
Mazchem

Q1 O Tuesday 1 April: latest practices, products and inncvations
(zo-presented with the Australian Timber Flooring Association)

WOOD. art design architecture

Wood. Maturalhy Batter. ™ 1= the Principal Sponsor of WOOD: art
des=ign srchifecturs, 3 two yesr towring exhibition developed by
Adelaide’s Jam Factory in collaboration with the Adelside Botanic
Gardens. |t festures 28 exhibitors snd 3 247 page cstalogus.

The exhibition explores innovative and outstanding ways that
artists, designers and architects in Australia are using wood.

WODD: ari design architeciure has now closed in Bathurst and
has moved to the Lake Maoguarie City Art Gallery in NSW,
where it is running until April 25th,

The tour hinsrary

Lsk= Macouaris City Art Gallzry, Lake Macguans, NEW
14 Feb — 28 April 2014

QUT Art Mussum, Brshane, QLG
S May — 8 Juhy 2014

Kick Arts, Camns, QLD
1E July — 14 September 2014

Dbiect: Austrslian Design Centre, Sydney, NSW
4 Dotober - 14 December 2014

Planet Arkc Make it Wood and Cedification Forurm MHKE T

Fianat Ark's Make it Wood campaign s progressing well, 7|! | )I ;}
Dizcussions with vanous Councils and more recenthy the !

Metbourne City Council on 3 “Weod First’ podicy have bean well
met and will be progressed over the coming months. S

Dy il o el

Plans sre underway for 3 Certification Forum to be held in June
2014, The foruem will focus on identifying the bamiers and
strategies to promoting wood and paper certification. To assist in
developing an 2vent that is relevant and helpful to all
stakieholders, 3 short survey was distributed on Sth Februany
2014, The results were encouraging and indicated solid support
for the Form,

Do you need a ForestLeaming-School

Presentation Kit?
S
Wamy FWPA membsars sr2 asked to spesk 3t locsl schools sbout

the forest and wood products industry. As part of the
Forestlesming program FWPA has created 3 school kit that
includes 3 presentation. classroom sctivites, videos and
postars.

If you conduct school presentations and sre interested in finding
out more plesse contact the Project Manager, Tania Croshie
Tarnizf@sustainsbilitvstwork. com. su  or 0412 145524

RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT & EXTENSION

Proposed CRC bid

ressarch centre {CRC) in the sector focussad on optimising the
manufactuning sector to better suit the known guantity and
guaiity of existing forest resowrces.

FWPA has taken the lead in developing a bid for 2 cooperative l £ i

é'

Support and encovragement has besn received from the RED
comminity for FWPA to advarce a CRC bid, although to b
sueoessful, the bid will require significant cash and in-kind
support from industny.

The -!ll'Cﬂ:‘FEE‘: LRC will focas on nkistes o oroe e MfemEtionst
compREAENess of ecisiing MEnTEcsring facliies and ko 3asist I he deplojment
O B2 Mo QEnSration of Wood ITe ashnoiogies. The workng tie Tar e bl ks
Fie CRC #r Transtiming 1Wood Flbre

‘While much of the detail is still to be worked through with RED
and industry partners, it is hoped that 3 successful CRC will
deliver on four key goals:

= A robust walue chain for the growing and processing of
Australisn wood fibre resources to macamise international
compstitivensss and attract new investment

= Better understanding of the materizls and customsars for
key markets, especially in the built environment of 2030
and beyond

= Decizion support tools to assist in the optimisation of
existing and new products that captere key varisbles and
ocutputs along the full valee chain

= The mext generstion of technicalhy skilled experts that can
help sssist the industry make the transformation in itz
products and markets

The btud iz being led by Dr Chns Lafferty, FWPA's RED
Manager, and he can be contacted directhy
at chris lafferhyi@fwpa. com.su or {3422) 373 359

PROJECT REPORTS & UPDATES

Call for FWFA R&D research proposals closes

FWPA's Movember call for expressions of interest for RED - —
project proposals closed on 28 Febnmny, A total of 22 proposats e =
was received, sl targeted at sddressing the current sctive
industny investment plans The plans provige details of the
expect=d mduestry outcomes 3nd 3 guide 25 to the availsble level
of funding within each identified prionty

The project propossls will now be assessed by the relzvant
industry Advisons Growps with applicants to be advised of the
ostcome by the end of April Sueccessiul bids may commence
Ister this calendar year

Walking on wood: an economical prefabricated
timber ground floor system

Evenyone loves a timber floor in 3 home; it°s warm, welcoming
and good to walk on, and now it's incredibly fast and economical
to inztzll. An FWPA funded ressarch project has developed =2
practical solution: 3 prefabricated lightweight timber ground floor
system that includes prefabnosted timber floor panels 3nd the
stumps,” that support the floor on the footings. To take the
product to market, 3 new Market Implementstion Groep (MIGH
has besn crested, facilitsted by the Frame & Truss
Manufactuning Association [FTIMA).

A key component of the new prefab groend floor mitistive is that
frame and truss {FET) manufacturers supphy buiiders with the
wholz psckage: design, fsbncation and installation. The system
was designed to be 35 simple 35 possible and onhy use existing
components that are readiby available; it had to be structuralhy
excellent, ecomomically competitive and also fit onto the back of
a truck for easy transport from any factony where the panels
wouk be made. In essence, the prefab ground floor package
effectively providas what the concrete sisb sector of fi

builders - the defivery of a working surface, on a specific site,
on 2 specific dste for a specific cost - one contract. Installation
is 3 new concept for many F&T manufacterers bt for those
mnavative companies looking for market differentiation it
prowides & major business opportunity.

The pre-fab package has 3 number of benefits over the concrate
slab-on ground construction method that dominates new wrban
developments throughout Avstralia. A proportion of new housing
i= being built on constrained sites with sloping blocks, on resctive
clays with high seasonal moisture movemsnt, or low lying flood
prons sre3s. A major sdvantage of the raised timber floor is that
it can be essily adjusted in the future if there is ground
mowement due to soil conditions, while flooding can pass
underneath. These constrained sites provide the main
opportunities for the new prafabricated ground floor systems
whare, apart from clearly being 3 better construction practice,
res| financisl benefits and savings can slso be demonstrated.
The inttizl 3im is to start winning back this markst share — the low
nanging fruit. [t is estimated in Victoris slone that esc

market share gain egustes to betwesn 32 .50 — 3240 iIn new
s3les of timber products.

The MIG consists of thirteen FAT manufacturers from Victora,
Csensland and New South Wales; the major nailplate
manufacturing companies MiTek, Pryds and Multinail; slong with
a mumeber of major building prodect supply companies co-funding
the MIG including: CHH, Hyne, ITI, Meyer Timber, and James
Handiz.

The MIG members have confirmed their commitment to 5
strctired and carefol market introduction and identified the key
pricrity sctivities nesded to maximise market takes up success.

Alrzady 3 number of trisls have occumed in resbworld building
sites, including one builder instaliing the prefabnicated floor
systems over his basement garage/studio in under one howr. The
remainder of his floor was built using tradibonal stump, bearer
and joist construction {54 stemps in all) over the following weeks.
The bulder observed that if he had only used the prefabricated
floor system the whole floor would have been completed m one
day, and with prefzbncsted wall pansls and trusses he could
have had the house to 3 fully framed stage within 3 wesk.

The project is an excellent example of structured industny
engagement 3nd collzboration in commercisfisation of FWPA
RED outcomes. |t also provides an exciting first step in moving
the timber industry towards a2 more systems based prefabncated
and panshisad approsch to futere residentisl and commercial
construction — one where industry can capitslise not just on the
products they produce but the value-added services they can
deliver to the customer

REad reoon
E.Irlr“lura-' ;||r|eere Timber Design Software
eview and Recommendations

A key tool that stresctural enginesrs rely upon in the design of
non-residential or commersial building sector is structural
anahysis software. This software predicts the behaviour of
structures and building components. The widsly used structural
analysis software availsble to enginesrs is dominated by

concrete and steel information. For the timber industry to
compets in the non-residential or commercial building sector,
suitshle softwars that inciedes timber information has to be
resdily svailsble

‘Whilz software is used regularhy for fimber in domestic residentisl
applicstions, there has besn 3 lack of knowledge on svitable
software for non-residentis] or commercial building appbcations. A
2010 swrvey of 30 structural enginesring firms soross Australia
found that 7% of the enginesrs surveyed said that they were
either likely or vany fikehy to specify more timber in mon-
residentis] projects if there was 3 resdily availsole structurs!
anahysis software package, which incorporated cument timber and
engineered wood product properties, and provided 3 check
against compliance to AS 1720 Timber Structeres — Design
Methods Standards.

Mamy enginesrs expressed uncertainty sbout AS 1720, as they
arz not freguent usars of this Standard, =0 in turn lacksd
confidence m specifying timber. A software program that chechks
agaimnst the Standsrd m 3 transparent way would substantislhy
refuGe enginesrs’ nsk in designing with timber and engineersd
wood products. In time, it would also incresse comfort in the
specification of timber

The survey pointed to 3 wide range of timber enginssring and
design softaare programs being available, and the numbser has
moreased since the survey was condwcted, but they have not
be=en tak=n up by general structural enginssrs. In general this is
becsuse lack of awareness of the software amaongst structurs!
Enginesrs.

The review recommends that FWPA help to publicise and
promate existing timber specific strectural design and analysis
software to structural enginesrs through FWPA’s WoodSodutions
program. The review also recommends that after 3 penod of
time, strectursl enginesrs showld be surveysd on their softasre
preferences to messure 3my changs in usage. [f the survey
shows structural enginssrs are not using the existing availsble
software program, FWPA could consider developing a genernic
timtber Standsrds/Code checking compliance with AS1T20
software module that could b2 incorporated into the most
common structural analysis software.

R=ad mors
4nalysis of long term productivity and productive

capacity of a radiata pine plantation an inferfiie
fine textured soils

tl'raugh Lr[l.-rE' rotations it 15 vital that growers have 3 tn.-:
understanding of the balance of the production of timber, carbon
take up, water use and other values coourring in their plantations.
A= 3 result, this long term stedy messured changes in
productivity, productive capacity, carbon accuemulation and
hydrology in pine [Finus rediafa) plantation sites from the
1850z and 1570s to the present

The research focused on pine plantstion plots in the Lidsdale
State Forest about 130 km northwest of Sydney. Plots analysed
during the first rotation {35 esrhy as 1981) were re-massured in
subsequent rotstions. Where significant guantities of phosphatic
ferilzer had been applied in the second rotation, productivity in
the second rotation was more than 30% higher than in the first,
and had a residual effect on productivity into the third rotation
For plots whers significant guantities of fertilirer nutrients were
not applied, the second rotation productivity was jower than the
first by 5—E%. This appaars to be 3 result of nutrients being
remowed in harvesting, especialy calcium, potzssivm snd boron

The research also found that the maters pine plantstions
sccumulated 214 tonnes of carbon per hectare per year betwesn
sges 42 and 55 years, most of this was in the vegststion. The
subsequent rotation sccumulsted carbon at 3 rate of 5.5 tonnes
of carbon per hectars per year in the first 12 years of growth.

Mezsurements of water use found that a5 forests develop they
use water and conseguenthy runoff dechines; then as productivity
decresses 85 trees maturs, runoff incresses. The researchers
siggest that to minimise the long term pattems of decreased and
incresssd runoff, the pattern of harvesting {thinning and clearcut)
and re-establishment should be planned so only & proportion of
any larger catchment is affected in sny year

Besd the report
Completed projects

Each lesoe of Forlaod will Be fne (et compieied projects St hawe besn
enlaaned foour websRe Boiow Sne Drojects Mat e Dean oompistad shce
wioETiner 2013

Project Mo Project title

PRAZ1E-1011 Preparation of structural enginesnng
software providers brief

Anahrsis of long term produectivity
and productive capacity of 3 radists
pine plantation on infertile fine
tectured soils

Ltility' of molecwlar breeding in
forestry

Attendance Report from Linited
Mations Climate Change Conference
Warsaw 2013; Conference of the
Hyoto Agreement Parties (COP1S)
Managing gene flow from
PGOIRLI0GT0 Eucalyptus globulus plantations

(ot avallable anilney | (University of Tasmsniz PhD-
Matthew Larcombe)

PNC218-1011

PHRCIR0-1011

Economic Anahysis of Selected

PRAIDE-1211
e FWPA Projects 2012

MNew praj iecis

Ezch issue of ForWood will list the latest approved projects.
Below are projects that have besn approved since November
2013

Project (Research Provider]  FUWWPA

invests
Economic Anahysis of Selected
FWPA Progects 2014 {e8Y'S) 18.000 16,000
FRAZI4-1214
Attendsnce Report from Linited
Mations Chimate Changs
Confersnce Warssw 2013 10,000 10000

Conference of the Kyoto
Agresment Farties - COF13
[AFPA) FREZ12-1314
LZA and the Australisn Forest
and Wiood Products Sector — A
Dizcussion Paper 5,000 5000
[CEIRD Ecosystems
cenpes) PRAITE-1214

STANDARDS COORDINATION

Australia's "II|"|I|'[| code cnange cregies exciing
new !.'IL'[_"Iilﬁllllltl":"*: for imt i

The culmination of three years work, orchestrated by FWPA, the
Australizn Building Code Board recently approved amendments

enzbling timber framing to be wsed on 3 far wider r=r,,e of
pm;:“r_-u The new regulations now permit the use of fire and
acoustic rated timber-framed construction systems for 3 storey
Clz=s 3 buildings {e.g. hotels/motels) and broadens the market
fior timber The amendment will .=.|:-|:h.r from May 2014,

“This welcome change in the buiding code to sllow deemed-to-
satisfy solutions will provide architects and building designers
with the opportunity to w=e more wobd and wood products,” said
the University of Tasmsnia's Associate Professor Gregony
Modan, “hopefully this is the tip of the icebeng and we can look
forward to more approved applications for traditional wood
framing and mew engineered wood products in taller buildings."

Austrafizn gesigners and bulders have to comphy with the
Busding Code of Australia (BCA) that includes performance
standards for different classes of buldings and specifies
matensls that have besn tested and spproved to mest the
standards. Until now, 3 storey timber framing has not been an
approved method of constriction for Class 3 buildings, which
covers a wide ranges of acoommodation, |r=IL"'ng rotels, motsls,

hostsls and residertizl parts of haslth-zars facilities for staff
SCCommmodation,

The thres-year process, which involved submissions by Forest
and Weood Products Australia Ltd (FWPA), testing by fire
enginesrs Exova Warringtonfire and work by the Timber
Cevelopment Association, ked to the Australisn Building Code
Board approving the amendments in late 2013

This is 3 step towsnds bringing Australis into fine with the majority
of owerseas building codes, that sllow desmed-to-satisfy
solutions for much tafier timber buiidings, 2= shown in the tsbis
bedow

FWPA's Codes & Standards program is continuing to address
thess restrictions, working with industry snd regudstony bodiss to
broaden the market opportunities for both structeral snd non-
structural timber products.

i Pairmars $hiariy Haight e Simber 1% Bulbding - 113
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Thiz i= 3 positive developmant for our industry 35 designers and
build=r= gain 3 brosder materisl paletts — snd the option of
bringing the environmental advantages of wood to mare projects,
whilz it's part of 3 markst development process that will sdd
substantizl volume for Australisn companiss

However, as the internstional companson shows, there's still an
ENoImius opportumity to incrasse the use of timber in taller
butdings.

Raad the alternative solution compliance resource for fire safe
timber design project report online

Linder development AS 16

Industry concerns have been developing over seversl years in
relstion to the continuing suitabifity of Australian Standsrd
AS1804: Specification for preserv ative trestment. FWPA has
recognised these concerms nesd to be sddresssd and emerging
ide3s reganding service life design of timber slements 3nd
structures considersd.

The AS 1804: Parts 1-5 s=ries of Standards was revised m

2012, Typically these Standards have reguired revision when
new or altered preservative formulations are ntroduced. The
Standards have a direct de-facto regulatony nole with respect to
acoceptsble preservative formulations in that it i= difficolt to
effiectively markat such products in Austraiia if they are not
acocepted and included in these documents. This is maore relevant
now with the recent removal of the NSW Timber Marketing Act
1STT [TREA).

Industry comment and criticism to date is somewhat anecdotal,
insdegquately a=fined and scross 2 range of aress of concem.
These include varnying idess about the concepts of performance
WErsus prescription reguirements, sppropriste trestment levels
and comparative performance of preservatives for a given
Hazard Class, anshysis methods, messurements of penetrstion
and retention and product guality comphance.

Industry has scknowlsdged the important role of AS 1604 but it
iz signalling it is not confident that it is still appropriate for use
into the future. In particulsr, how does this Standard fit into =
saryice life design approsch?

Clarification is nesded regarding the type of Standand or
Standzrds reguired to sdequatehy address the relstionship
betwesn the specification and sampling and anshysing of
pressrvative trestments and preservstive trested timber
(AS1504 and AS/NES 1305} and the service iife design of
pressrvative trested timber elements and structures.

This project is to produce 3n [ssues Paper 2= 3 cstalyst for
resolving industny concems, both marketing and technical, and
formulsting an acceptable approach for standards development
that will mest the needs of the industry, and the conswmer, into
the futwrs,

Far more information, plesse contact Boris [skra, Standards and
Buikding Codes Mansger on bons. skrafiwpa. com.au or (0407
ET4 301

STATISTICS & ECONOMICS
FWPA developing a new data dashboard B |

resource Tor levy payers

The FWPA is moving to make availsble a range of information to

improve industry sector knowledge through a dsta dsshbosrd =
hosted on the FWPA website. The information will cover twe -
broad sreas including:

1 Diats which industry c3n generate; and
2 Data in the peblic domain which can be consofidated in the
one lncation

In terms of data which industry can generate progress has been
made in:

= Expanding the Softacod Timber Swurvey to pover more
than 5% of monthly ssles volumas

= A Hardwood Timber Survey is being developed to cover
both sales volume 3nd weighted average prices. This
survey is expected to lsunch in Aprl with participation
from major s3w millers. covering some 0% of monthhy
szles volums

= Discussions have also commenced with growers Fhout
developing swrveys fior forest production, inventony and
r=-zstzblishmant rates

The aim is to make industry information and the public domsain
information svailable in 2 format that is acoessible and relevant
te FWPA levy payers. To do this through the webpage a “data
dashbosrd” is being daveloped with dats being collect=d at three
levels and s expected to include:

1 Internstions]
{China, U5, NZ, Exchange Rate Information, Trade Data)
MNations!
GDP, Credit Growth, Employment, CPI, Retail Sales, Car
Ssles, Housing Approvals, Housing Starts, Alterations &
Additions, Constrection measures)
3 Indwstny
{FWPA Industry Level Data Sets — Production'Sales,
Inwentary, Weighted Average Pricas)

Fa

The dashbosrd will be strectured to provide the capacity to lock
st key dsts s=tz and ther examine specific dats 3= reguinsn. For
instance, an enguirer may be interested in the imports of
sawntimber which is covered by HS Code 4407, In tum this i=
broken down inte Coniferous Sawmwood 4407, 10, Tropical
Sawnwood 4407.2 and Hardwood Sawnwood 4407.9, The
dashbosrd concept will then enzble an engquirer to drill down to the
specific 10 digit products that make wp =ach aggregate categony.

The dashboard concept should slso provide the ability to move
guickhy betwesn dsts sets where logicsl links =xist. It i expecten
that work on the dashbosrd development will b2 completed within
twa months enabling a lsunch of the resource in Aprilay.

For more information, please contact Jim Houghton, Statistics
and Economics Manager on jim. houshtoni® fwps. com.au or {D3)
SECT 1240,
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